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ABSTRACT 

Recognizing that interest is essential to motivation, 
this study was designed both to identify and describe the content 
interest patterns. and media preferences (print and television) of 
middle-grade children and to determine any relationship between these 
interests and sex, race, or socioeconomic status (SES) • An inventory 
was administered to 250 boys and 282 girls in regular fourth and 
fifth grades of Hackensack, New Jersey, public schools. Each item was 
read aloud as students followed and responded first to a four point 
(3-2-1-0) like-dislike scale and then to media choices. Interest 
clusters were categorized under fantasy-comedy, informational, social 
empathy, recreational, excitement-fantastic, excitement-realistic, 
and artistic. Results shoved that (1) social class, not race, affects 
children's content interests; (2) lower SES children, especially 
girls, prefer fantasy significantly more than do middle or higher SES 
children; (3) girls like to read more than do boys; (U) lower SES 
children like to watch television more than do middle or .higher SES 
children; and (5) all children prefer watching to reading. 
(References and tables of findings are included.) (JM) 
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TO ERIC AND ORGANJJATIONS OPERATING 
UNDER AGREEMENTS WITH ThE NATIONAL iU 
STITUTE OF EDUCATION K'RTHfR RDPRO- 
DUCTION OUTSIDE THE FPIC SYSTtM F<f- 
QUIRi.S PERWISSJON Of Vif, C()PU«GH1 



Pro-.n the tirne of KoiV^'ioau's J^:;VLjL<2. -'^^^ t'-^'I^^^-t^snth centui^*, tlirough the 
vork of Tovoy (l) and Tivunidiko (ll) in tho early p-ivt of th±o centuiy, up to 
the recent ta^jonoi'iy developed "by Krathirohl, Bloori! and Masia (5), i.nterocrts have 
held a proniinc^nt place in educational theoiy. They are an intrinsic part of the 
!riotivat:ion'^),l system in man. Krathvroiil nays, .motivation is critical to 
learnin^f^ nnd thus is ono of the major vays in vhich the affective doraain is used 
aij a Deans to the cofini tive. . . (5> p. 57)e 

This ^jtudy rioaic-rht to identify and describe the content interest patterns and 
r,iedia preferonces (prjiit a:iid television) of today middle-grade children and to 
see if the540 patterns and preferences may be rcJ.atcd to sex, race, or socio- 
econoiP.ic status (SES) 

Over the years, reading researchers, always anxious to offer children 
reading content that vould appeal, have given children's interests considerable 
attention. Kiijoth (6) has compiled fifty- five articles on the subject; Zimet 
(1^4 ) notes that over 300 studies of interests and story preferences have been 
reported. Children's television preferences have been surveyed less. Aside from 
the early benclirnark studies of Iliirnnclvreit (3) ctnd Schrariia (9), only Witty (13) 
has consistently reported favorites for ages and stages. Lyle and Hofi\nan*s (?) 
recent report for the Surgeon General brings this literature about children's 
uses of television up to date. 



catct;c>ricj t/ascd on tyr^r.z of literature or content. Many tiroes they assessed 



These researchers usually tried to group responses by setting up a priori 
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only ill ir} !;.bc-:lr ::r;:.;pl!?s r Y.:\viablOo t^wcli ufi hoo:tr :in 1;ha hr;:iO> 

j^chool 0.^:? 3.of\;,l libvr-ric?.* cjn.:;Nroa:i c::,p:'rii?nc'e:5 m:..y rori^trict an::.^:'er^; about 
re::.diLp; irxlori sO.^;; l?.ko*;i:"C5 noi^'/c-rh o3Tc:rj !v;r: j r;*:'!:'.Dy r>i:.r\ nu:nb:?r of fjotr;^ and 
the quantity aivd ovalitv of lnpj>i vr.^/^pticn rcxO racl^-'-o :?hic/i may linit choices 
about vicMinf^ fiivorlt^y, 

Thero appeared lO ba a. need for a nev aad cliff crcrit vay of lookins at the' 
content intercyts of today \v electronic-one childrcii. The design of this study 
souRlit to provide for the problon of availability (as firrst identified by 
Thorndike, 12) by using an inventory of fictitious, annotated titles and to 
Ijrovidc for the problem of a valid category 5;ystem by deveiloxjing categories via 
factor analyrses of the S't; inventory respon.ric.'S* 

The litci*ature review also raised a question about relationships between 
children's readiiig and viewing!; interests. Uinunelvreit (3) har hypothesised that 
children have a broad, undcrlyiuf^ pattern of interests that extend throu^^h all 
media; Schra:™ (9) ha.^ concluded that cnildren go to televiision to ^3atiG^y 
fantar;y and ontcrtaiment needs and to print to satir^iV informational need.s* To 
try to an.r.ver this question, this study h3.d _S' s first indicate degree-of-^interest 
and then indicate whether they TOuld read, vratch, both read and vatch, or do 
nothing about each inventory title. 

Method 

The inventory (?) vas developed with attention to the TOrlc of Thorndike (ll), 
and Schulte (lO). Figure 1 shov;s format and sajnplc itcsis, J!roni a pool of 130 
itema, the final fifty were selected on the criterion that they could be possible 
both in print and on TV. These wore submitted to a panel of judges to check 
contenc validity. Feasibility of fonnat and probable internal reliability of 
emergir-g clusters vroro established by a pilot test on 19^ S s with subsequent 
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Discover hov j*onAt.;tr. r-hO. od"- yor\i^ how n^r\ tro,volc5 :'ui r.pace. 



(a) 'yes l\ -:;ho Ye:] P.cobc.U)ly Not I'fo 



(b) Wind \7'jtch Do Nothing 



2. Dat:i .n<^ ]>•^vr^ 

Chuck f';c.t,s jcalcuG v'h(^n he r.ocis girl friend Sally out vith his best friend 
Hank and dccicioc to not even. 



(a) 


Yes iKiybo Yec 


l^obably Not 


Ko 


(b) 


Read V/atch 


Do nothing 





3r D o You r Own Thing 

About coin collectin-^, stpjnp collecting,. n>odel assembly and other hobbies. 



(a) 


Yen Maybe Yea 


l^obably Not 


No 


(b) 


Road V/atch 


Do Nothinfj 





All About Man 

The ]taj;ic;.n body, its bones, muscles, and main organs. IIow man lives and 
grovfs. 



(a) 


Yes Maybe Yes 


Probably Not 


No 


(b) 


Read 17atch 


Do Nothing 





5. Adventxiros of Mik e and Mid f:e 

From f^ettin?!; caught in an avalanche in S^^itzerland and an earthquake in 
Ha.vaii to beinf^ captured by a p:/^3my tribe in Australia, ten-year-old twins 
Mike and Midp;e load a life full of adventure. 



(a) 


Yes M^iybe Yes 


Probably Not 


No 


(b) 


Read Vfetch 


Do Nothing 
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trial lactor ann.lyr.Cii of thy responses. 

Tiio inventory viis ro-ip-ni^jtort^d to tlio roroo.rch somple, 2b0 hoyc and ?82^ 
pirls in rewlai* .fourth and fifth grades in the h'ackonsack, H.J,, public schools. 
Each item was read by the investigator a?^ S s follo'iied and rcspondod first to 
a four point (3-2-1-0) li]ee-disli]:o scale DXid then to ^.edia choices. 

Interest scores and media preference scores (separate Read ejid VJatch 
scores) were competed for each S for each cluster to emer^je from the factor 
analyses. 3ES data (occupation a.nd education levels of S's main support)^ 
required by the Index of SocioeconoTnic Sto.tu.s (!+), were obtained fi^om school 
records. 

The data were analj^^.ed in t\ro steps. First, to group the fifty variables 
(inventory iteiTis) into valid clusters the degree-of-interest responses of the 
boys and girls were separately subjected to principal components factor analyses 
with varimax rotations. Separate analyses by sex were performed because most 
previous research indicated sex accounted for the major differences in interests 
for this age group. 

The factors that emerged v/ere then named according to the kind of items that 
loaded (correlated) at least .30 with them. A further check of significance was 
the reliability coefficient of each fo.ctor or cluster. Based on the domain 
sampling model described by Nunnally (8), this coefficient, hereinafter referred 
to a r^^, is the correlation of scores of a collection of items with true scores, 
determined from the intcrcorrelations of the items • Only those clusters with an 
r of at least .70 were considered representative of a valid interest area and 

to 

\ised for farther analyses. To detemine the over-all popularity of the interest 
clusters J those that emerged were rank-ordered by mean scores. 
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Sccomily, {:;:'nc:o t!*!C miv.iVjIc contr,.:! U'-cl isnh-cycovpr, vith h.o.oq\v\to h) differ-- 
enccM :irA clD.^rr.or scoroi; rol<".tefl to vac,^. (l/J.?\ck iivA non-blr.cl:) und Sl^S vrero tested 
for rj.isnificr:.nco by fj.n-ily::on of var:lrince proecdur . fslr.o^ rroih'-orderofl ]>av.t.crn;i 
of the r>ub.-.f;roi)p.^i vrore inspected to ceo if r.tntisticLil clifference?? would prove 
substantive. 

Results and Conclusions 
For the boys, ei^ht si[^nificant factr^vs, accounting for approximately 
per cent of the total variance, emerged. Table 1 shovrs the itei^i loadings and 
reliability coefficients for the boys' clusters. P'a.nta sy-Co^ncd^ '; contained folk, 
fable, fairj'-, modern fantasy and cornedy of a cartoon-like quality. Social 
studios, science, and factual biof^raphy made up the Infomational cluster, niie 
biographico.l item, "Sports Heroes," clustered i-rith the other t\ro sports itoDii? 
while itG.:.is about people and everyday problcuiis made up the Soeial Eynpat hy cluster. 
Items about the electronic raedia broke out into a separate cluster named Recro** 
ational. The "excitement" items emer^^cd as fMo clusters s science fiction and 
spyHnystery-crime made up Flxcit oment -Fa ntas t ic and historical fiction themes 
dominated P>:citCT .ent'-I\ealistic > Items about music, ballet, cooking, and art made 
up the Artisti c cluster. 
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Jl' i I n L <^ I tj y *• U» . 1 v.. CI y 




• 

• 


j< i I J- I. . 'J. \. JL C J n vl i. 




Dpwpv Duok 


. 71 




Manv Faces"; of 




Go J Go> l'ho Ghost 


• 70 


• 


Sc ienco 


,66 


M r V f ' h p ]m ; ] i* f ' i tin 


70 




or^ 1^* ^" c r"» H T/i t* c 


• JO 








1 T 11 n Q 1 1 ;1 1 A 11 'J m ^5 1 q 


• J / 


Tn-n Tt ir I' 1 1 » 






*V J. Ct o IxCl Jl JLj ..j IV X IJl VJ 




Potrina, Good Witch 


.59 




All About". Man 


.A8 


TD -v* T rt <^ I'J n ^ )' 1 i ' 
JL J- JL n L- tr t> o cl n U aj J- JL 






/iTucJLxccin ixevu"* 




Georgia Pete 


.57 




lution 


.47 


King Stona 


.51 


• 


John & Jacqueline 




Magic Toyshop 


.50 




Kennedy 


.44 


"Homer Adams 


••':v,8 




■ Nev;s in a 




Rockheads 


.31 




Nutshell 


.36 








We Live in the 










Sea 


.36 


Sports 




Social Empathy 


Recreational 
rtt-.76 





All About Sports 


.85 


Jr. High A4 


.60 


TV and Movies 


.75 


Sports Hero-3S 


.79 


American Youth 


.56 


TV Previev;s 


.73 


Sports Events 


• 76 


. First Day for 




Discs of the 






Davy 


.54 


• Week 


.4.9 






Dating Days 


.53 










First Dance * 


.52 










A Friend at 












Last 


.39 






Excitement -Fantastic 




Artistic 




Excitement -Real is tic 


rtt=.79 




rtt=.75 




rtt=.79 




Green Glob 


.58 


Music for Young 




Distant Drums 


.64 


Adv. of Mike & Midge 


.57 


People 


.57 


Wild West 


.53 


Witness 


.42 


Ballet 


.55 


Daniel Boone 


.48 


Perilous Mission 


.37 


How to Cook 


.54 


Faithful Roger 


.38 


Bernardo Ray 


.36 


Fun with Art 


.45 






Interplanetary Patrol 


.32 


Foods 


.38 







ERIC 



7 



Por t!;o f.?.?\l::;j nine- i;;';'r;:lf;t.c:'>il: :i"'!.r:toi'^ , ^iccovntinf-: for t'.pproxjniately [>0 p?r 

loYcl.s for cacli clv.r.tor, Volh^ r:..:i.ry, t-.^clern frinli^'syj rincl r:ci.onco fact:,! on D.tc:n 
laado up tho jifin^^-y c^roiip, 'arte; five ycicnco itcr.ij clv.5}tarcd •bo,7,other afr» did the 
tlixeo items abjuk gi-ort:;, SocK il }? ^MXvthv«;'Rin r>nd rxcitcn^ent \:afj o, cluster of 
seven hir^hly cxcitiii^^ or iXivwiy itc:ns that share a fjtrons social c-nivathetic the;Tje—~ 
the olomont thc^.t scans to roprcj^ont their cori^i^^onality. The three hintorical fiction 
items clustered vd-th three itetus that share an element of excitcrment inixed with 
realinm, hence the title E:<c:i L' cnnent'-Rcalir::tio . The threj^ elect .ronic media items 
clustered vrith items about cooking, foods, and ballet in the grouping named Recre '* 
ational . Girls v'ao were interested in hobbies in {general ("Do Your Own Thln[^'^) 
were also interested in pets, art, and serious inusic, according to the cluster 
called ITobbi e s Ar t j s t i c . History, news, and factual biography items made up the 
Social gtufjier, £>;roup. Fivo iLoins, clearly related by their social empathetic 
themes dealing vrith people and everyday problems (dating, growing up, life 
adjustment), formed the cluster named Social E?nr»at h y- People and Problems « 
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; • • t ' ^ ' 1 / > 1 \ '"\^ 1 1 \ i f ■ \ T 
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f\ r \ t ^ 1 /■« T /"I! f* c* 
L>t.>C. J. J J.C J k: i 1 I. r» 




ior liu' (1 i ] J ^ ill- 


ClU: 








I'^/.i 1 1 i /I c' \t 
X 1 1 ». < i » ' y 




"i ri M f"' 1 • 


o [J V./ JL L S 









r^. , 8G 






P ^' 1 M o n c o X 1 r 

1 1 .i.nc c s s cc J J .1 .1. 


• / 


We Li vc^ ].n t [le 


S 0 r t s E V e L'l t s 




J Olil .1. UL L J.C 


. / 1 




. / J A i J. A D OU t 0 p 0 X t S 


. oU 






I'la ny r a c o s o i 


S p 0 1: t s M e X 0 0 


. / / 






Science 


.00 




Mci J.; i. c T o y 5 ; [ 1 o ;:r 


r 1 

, u i. 


Un u r, ua .1 A n iraa 1 s 


. 0 J 




Mar(:y, the Martian 


.37 


All About Man 


.55 




King Stona 


.35 


Rockets & Jets 


. 44 




In(:eri)laneL"ary Pat , 


.41 








Social iMv.pathy- 




Ex c i t erne n t -Re a 1 i s t ic Re c r e a t i ona 1 




Ml 1 /5 fT ^ t 1** V* 1 f" r'TT- o r*i ^" 
JL LI f I ctllLl Ijy* Jl L. L. lU 11 U 




rtt=.80 


rtt=.-80 










1* a 3. t. h ill 1 R o % G r 




Daniel Boone 


.67 TV Previews 


. /:) 


Homer Adams 


• Do 


Di.s tant Drums 


.67 Discs of VJeek 


.01 


Rockhcads 


. I) J 


V/ild West 


.55 TV.& Movies 


.57 


Witness 


r 1 


Alas k a n E s k j. m o s 


. 54 Ilov; to Cook 


.41 


Green Glob 


.48 


Adv. of Mike & 


Foods 


.41 


Pe^trina, Good WLtch 


. 40 


Midge 


.50 Ballet 


.39 


Perilous Mi^ision 


.33 









Hobbies-Ar tis tic Social Studies Social Empathy- 

^"tt"^'^^ ^tt~*^^ People & Problems 

rtt-.80 



Do Your CX7n Thing 


.66 


American Revo- First" Dance 


.61 


Pot Care 


.50 


lution .67 Dating Days 


.59 


Fun with Art 


.38 


Nevjs in a AiT\erican Youth 


.49 


Music for Young 




Nutshell .62 Jr. High 44 


.45 


People 


.36 


John 6c Jacqueline First Day for 




• 




Kennedy .54 Davy 


.44 > 
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Iljy;^ * lij «;h-sf'orhi,i c!! ur: c;.vr, ^:ot7*? ilr jrtr:, ):::c:u:c--;-n-r*'lw'intu:^tic, Recreational, 
E>:citc::K!ni**i:-:cJ.ist:lc, aril Infoni^al^ on'-il. Th^.ir lov^-jxiorxi^^.-: catfj.r^orion \rore: 
Fantar;.y-Coricdy, Oooial Evip ^.thy , ar/.l Arthritic. 

Girls* favorites voro: Socio.! R.m^.thy-F\m and E>:citc:nent, Fantasy, Social 
Envathi,''-Pooplo and Probler.is, Recreational, and IIobbios-Ai'tistic, VJhile 
Excitei'ient-Reali ntic ranked wixth. Social Studies, Science, and Sports wore 
clearly the least favored* 

It mpjy be concluded that sex continues to be a riajor determiner of 
middle-grade children's content interes^^s. 



Table 3- r. Average Interest Cli^fitei' Scores and 
Clu:;ters in Kanl^ Order 





Boys N--;?50 






Girls K=202 








Average 






Average 






of Itsni 






of Item 


Rank 


Cluster 


Meo.ns 


Rank 


Cluster 


Means 


1. 


Sports 


2.8 


i: 


Social Enpatby- 


2.k 










Fuu and E>:citeiaent 




2. 


Excitement-Fantastic 


2,k 


2. 


Fantasy 


2.3 


3. 


Recreational 


2.3 


3. 


Social Empathy- 


2.3 










People and Pi'oblems 




U. 


Exciteriont-Realistic 


2.2 


It. 


Recreational 


2.2 


5. 


Information?,! 


2.1 


5. 


Hobbies- Artistic 


2.1 


6. 


Fantasy- Cora edy 


1.8 


6. 


Excitement-Realistic 


1.9 


7. 


Social P>npathy 


1.8 


7. 


Social Studies 


1.7 


8. 


Artistic 


l.U 


8. 


Science 


1.6 








9. 


Sports 
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Trjble H v.ho\rr. the boyr? ' fJ.rl:;' '^Ur^'-l '■:':.*t c')Mctcr «corp:j in rank 

order, P^rcevt for Ii_^^'^-V""vtxoir-J. , the noyr:' piittorc;'; lijju.c)!, Tha Vi.ppoi' five' 
cluator-: for the r^irlcj are qu:ltc i:>:h;!ilr.r. ^'^^'^'l-'jlv.^^^^^ "-^'^^^^ Soci;:/i £'>l.uc:ic;in 
ranked h:u;h:-!r on the 1^2'^^! s:uio th'ui on tliO V^'^i'^pJ}, .':^:ic5c. ITovrevor , clxistcr for 
clustfir, the VJatcli scores vore always eon.oi extent ly hif/licr t\re.x\ Road Scores, 



Table h, - Eoyr;' and Girlr/ Poad nnd Prefcronccs 
In ftmli Order 



Cluster 



Avcrar^e 
of Item 

_ / 

T" Boys (11-250) 



Wai;ch 



CluGtcjr 



Average 
of Item 
Means 



1. 


Snorts / 


••.6U 


1. 


Sport-, 5 


.07 


2. 


In x"o nriat io iial 


M 


2. 


Ej:c i t ?i ont - Fant as t, i c 


.79 


3. 


E >: c i t c rr e n t - ?! n t V 3 1 i c 




3. 


E>: c j. t c ; n e n t • • n 0 a 1 i s o i c 


.68 


i». 


B;c i t em en I - Ho all o t i c 


.38 




Hecreatdonai 


.68 


5. 


Recreational 


.33 


5. 


Inforaat:! Glial 


.66 


6. 


Fantayy-CcMedy 


.30 


■6. 


Fantacy-CoMody 


.58 


7. 


Social Jinpathy 


.25 


7. 


Social R.'ipathy 


.146 


8. 


Arti;3tic 


.25 


8. 


Artistic 


.ho 



Girls (N---282) 



1. 


Social Hnpatiiy - 




1. 


Social DTipathy - 






People, IVoblews 


.51 




l\in, Excitennnt 


.7k 


2. 


Hobbies -Arts 


- .51 


2. 


Fantasy 


.71 


3. 


Social E-ipathy - 




3. 


Recreational 


.70 




Fun, E>:citenient 


.50 


U. 


Social fcpathy - 




Fantasy 


.50 




People , Problems 


.61 






M 


5. 


Hobbies "Arts 


.57 


5. 


Recreational 


6. 


Fixciteraent-Realistic 


.57 


6. 


Excitc:nent~Realistic 


M 


7. 


Science 


M 


7. 


Social Studies 


.39 


8. 


Sports 




8. 


Science 


.31 


9. 


Social Stxiclies 




9. 


Sports 


.28 









Altho\32h the data would Generally seen to confirm the Himmelvreit hypothesis 
that children have an underlying pattern of interests that itin through both media, 
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to tc*3.oviij:i.on to r;'.it:ir;ty i':^-^- :"»rty ai^:l i..:r't .-^rUi:! itvi:';;vv. i*i..cau sic^ii parti ally 
supi'orbccl iji tlirt \-'II;lija l-h-j T/fji Pf'<*^^'*'-vonc^o paM-C'vnc:; i^>o:)\o 3 ntonnationr'l clihs'tcrs 
(lic>lj|\ioj?j2.'^\^^i: J S^oc SLivMo::; I'or pix'lfj and In To ;;;ij.tAon:\l for bays) ranked 
hn.f.'iher than thoy did in tlic W:v''c,i^_ prcTo'cnco pattarnis. 

Tho resultrs of im^ero-us tvo-way analyses of variance (rr\CG x SES) of the 
boys* aiid cirl^;* interest nrifl ncdia preference cluster score^5 revealed acme 
statisti.cal differcncos tlirtt did not prove substantive oince the media prefer- 
ence pattcrnr; (rcu;l;-order lir.tlv.^s) of tho variour* fjub-groupn were very similar. 
One excepbion ^rat; the statistically lii/^^hor scores registered by loTO^-SE^J S's 
for tlie fantasy clusters. Fantasy [generally al{)o ranked Jjieher for loir^fJKS 
groups (Tables 5 and 6). Interest in fmitasy appears to be inversely related to 
socioeconomic strtxis. 



I 
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BOYS' PJ-^AD Ai:D MhTCil PHI'^i^^iiLT-'C^S IN HAMK' 03{:Di:r;: SES I, SIs'S II j S;':3 III 





SE3 I (Lovr) 






SES II (Middle) 




SES HI (liip;h) 






N=91 










N-38 










Aver 0/^0 




Average 




Of ItCi^l 




ol ivc.n 




of Item 


Rank Clu^itor 


Means 


Ati.nu 


Cluster MoaHvS- 


Kao I 


: ClAujtcr Means 










Read Preferences 










Sports 




1. 


Sports .63 


!• 


Spirts 


.63 




Fbcciteniont-* 


M 


2. 


Informational * .U2 


2. 


Excitement- 


.1*6 




Fantastic 










Fantastic 


M 


3- 


Informational 


M 


3. 


Excitement- .38 


3. 


Informational 










Realistic 










Excitement- 


.38 


Ik 


Excitement- .38 


k. 


ExeitC'Toent- 


.36 




Realistic 






Fantastic 




Realistic 




5. 


Fn.n V. ariy - Cc i c^dy 


or. 


5. 


RGcreationa.1 » 3^ 


?. 


Recreational 


.30 


6, 


Recretttioiial 


.32 


6. 


Fanta.cy-Oc:::^rdy . 3_0 


6. 


Artistic 


.27 


7. 


Social Einpathy 


.31 


7. 


Social a:pathy .23 


7- 


Fantasy-Comedy 


.2l» 


8, 


Artistic 


.29 


8. 


Artistic ,21 


8. 


Social iinxjathy 


.ici 



Watch Preferences 



1. 


Sports 


.88 


1. 


Sports 


.88 


1. 


Sports 


.86 


2. 


Excitanent- 


.79 


2. 


Excitement- 


.81' 


2. 


Excitement- 


.76 




Fantastic 






Fantastic 






Fantastic 




3. 


Recreational 


.7U 


3. 


Excitement- 


.70 


3. 


Recreational 


.72 










Realistic 










l». 


Excitement- 


.71 




Recreational 


.70 


U, 


Informational 


.71 




Realistic 
















5. 


Fontasy-Comedy 


.6U 


5. 


Informational 


.63 


5. 


Excitement- 


.5l» 








6. 








Realistic 




6. 


Informational 


.63 


Fantasy-Comedy 


.56 


6. 


Fantasy- Comedy 


.1j6 


7. 


Social Finpathy 




7. 


Social Bnpathy 




7. 


Artistic 


M 


8. 


Artistic 


.U3 


8. 


Artistic 


.37 


8. 


Social Bnpathy 


.37 
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'i.'ablo 6 

GIRLS' RTAD /v:iD MAVcni ri^irj^.-;:;^':^';;.';; in r^vj;: ORD;:rv: cse:;"!, b^i^ iIj fi^^rj iii 



SE3 :C (Lou) BES II (i jicaJ.lc) SES III (Kujh) 

N-89 il--^lll3 K=^-i«8 



AvGra:.;r; AvGrf\r?s Avero.fT.c 

of Itou of Itan of Item 

Rank Cluster Means Rank ClustGi" ■ Moo.ns Rank Cl.Mster Mfjans 



Read Preferences 



1. 


Fantasy 


.'.53 


1. 


fjoclal Empathy " 


.5? 


1. 


Social Hapathy- 


.5»< 










People, Pi'oble!i-is 






]'\in. Excitement 




2. 


Social Kiipatliy- 


.51 


2. 


Hobbies-Arts 


.51 


2. 


Social Dnpathy." 


.50 




People, Problems 












People, Problems 




3. 


)IobbieG~Art;; 


.h9 


3. 


Social lOTipathy- 


.51 


3. 


Hobbies-Arts 


M 










Fun, Rtcitciiient 










h. 


Socio,l aninthiy- 


.U6 


h. 


Fantasy 




k. 


Excitement- 


M 




Fun, Ejrcito.-iuint 












Realistic 




5. 


Recreational 


M 


5. 


Reci'eational 


M 


5. 


Social Studies 


.39 


6. 


Exeitojiient- 


.39 


6. 


E;:citc;nont" 


.hk 


6. 


Recreational 


.38 




Rca].istic 






Realistic 










7. 


Social Studies 


.36 


7. 


Social Studies 


.hi 


7. 


Fantasy 


.38 


8. 


Science 


.31 


8. 


Science 


.33 


8. 


Sports 


.30 


9. 


Sports 


.28 


9. 


Sports 


.27 


9. 


Science 


.27 








Watch Preferences 










1. 


Fantasy 


.78 


1. 


Social Rnpathy- 


.75 


1. 


Social Hnpathy- 


.67 










Fun, Exciter.ent 






Fun, Excitement 




2. 


Social Einpathy- 


.75 


2. 


Recreational 


.71 


2. 


Recreational 


.59 




Fun, Excitement 
















3. 


Recreational 


.75 


3. 


Fantasv 

— ■ ^ ■ - 


.70 


3. 


Fantasy 


.59 


1». 


Social Bapathy- 


.73 


k. 


Social i'inpathy- 


.65 


h. 


Social Eapathy- 


.58 




People, Pi-oblems 






People, Problems 






People, Problems 




5. 


Hobbies-Arts 


.60 


5. 


Excitement- 


.63 


'5. 


Excitement" 


.52 










Realistic 






Realistic 




6. 


Excitement- 


.57 


6. 


Hobbies-Arts 


.57 


6. 


Hobbies-Arts 


.51 




Realistic 
















7. 


Science 


M 


7. 


Science 


.51 


7. 


Science 


.50 


8. 


Sports 


M 


8. 


Social Studies 


.1*9 


8. 


Sports 


.k2 


9. 


Social Studies 


M 


9. 


Sports 


M 


9. 


Social Studios 


.37 



It ;nay he- cioncIuficO th-\': vmilo iwco i^: not foi iv-iportant factor affecting 
ch.UJ '. en * f; r:oi;t'-'i:t .Intovr nl.:- . zooinl cl*.:ri<j cloas; appear to influrjnce childro:n's 
S.xitortjst in frt^jtar/y, Lo'.r'or..Bi:G children, cspacially (jirls, prefer fantaiiy sig- 
nificantly rcorc than do Mludlo- or hi^hcr-SES children. 

AcrosJi-clii:-:oerc^, tlivoa-v;ay analynos of variance of the boys* and girls * 
Road and Vatc;h scoros (Sox x Race x Sh'S) revealed that girls had a Read score 
that v/as sif.-ini ficantly hif^iwar than that of the boys; SES I non-blacks had a 
Watch score that \ms significantly higher than, those of tlie other two SES 
levclfj. ConriiGtcnt v^ith prrivious research, it may be concluded that girls like 
to road more t})an do boys and lower-SES children like to watch television more 
than do middle- or higfier-^S.^ children. 

Analyses of vai^iance, repeated measures design, of the Read and Watch 
preference scort^s of all the lx)ys and girls for their respective clusters 
revealed higher V? atch than Head scores for every content cluster* All children 
preferred to Watch rather than Read content of all kinds • 

Implications 

Generally, it would secrn that the culturally related variables of sex and 
social class continue to be affective in shaping children's interests* These 
middle-grade children of^ 197&'i- continue to reflect the traditional "boy" and "girl" 
patterns. They seem not yet to have been affected by the unisex, women's lib 
movement of the times. The lovrer-SES children, like generations before them, 
continue to express their hope to escape from the grim realities of lower-class 
living through a significantly greater interest in fantasy* 

This study has implications for educators, publishers, TV producers, and 
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For la iKV':;.'::-; 

It ^:oulcl ree?'i th.:l cldor.roarA tan.chcr/3 o:* r^icldlo-/' J iwlc children 5:houlu y»i'u'- 
vide an (.bunJance oV rc^aiinr iriatorial->"nev«:'0*.ipGr«, ni?.\^;i.r.inGS , bool:.^, pancr uackc:, 
TV listin.'-::— that vrill aatisf^^'- Uio intercrjts of both hcyyn and girly. Strict 
adherence to a .v.toiy by sto.ry treatment of a basal reMdor series violates the 
tenet that learning iihould be based upon .interests. Certainly, consideration 
of the sex differencei: alone, Gho\ild sug£;er>t to teachera that they allow 
children options in selecting content to read. 

Teachers concerned with the education of black children way have no need to 
provide special tj'-pey of content since the interest patterns of blacks closely 
resanble tfjose of the general pc^^julation. Certainly, the inclusion of materials 
with black identity fi£^ures vrould be reconnicnded, for although this particul'^r 
facet was not directl^r investigated in this study, black girls had significantly 
higher scores on the Social B^inathy'^People and Problcirns cluster which contained 
such itcna. 

• 

Teachers concerned with the education of low-socioeconomic middle-grade 
children should be a^*ra.re that these children have a significant interest in 
cartoon- type fantasy. Perhaps certain comic books, magazines, paperbacks, and 
books which feature old and new folk heroes^ talking animals, and other modern 
fantasy themes might be included in the reading fare offered to the more 
reluctant reader? in econanically deprived areas. 

Teachers need to offer a wide literature prograjTi so that all children can 
be exposed to all getires and thus broaden Tjresent culturally conditioned patterns 
of interest. 
O 
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Tcachors should bo -ro of" i;riadlc--';r:'<'i.C'r j ^ coariiFitcnt preference to 

Viatch raoh-ar tnm io Ke<:.u cont'fuL. of all typos ♦ This chould ii\y^'',[^cc>t a greater 
use of vir>\ia].a---firirir,tri5V.''j, filj:)r>, pict-are.^:, 'belevicion— ^in all curriculi^jn areas. 

PCjr Pa bl^^-^hcr?; 

Generally, book pabl:u':horn do a good ^ob of providing a \ride variety of 
mterialtt to meet the needs of mddle-graders. Ilov/everj this study points to 
a growing interest, shared by both boys and girls, in content dealing with their 
recreational use of the electronic media (television, movies, records). 

Riblishers of educational materials should also be ai7are of middle-grade 
boys' and girls' greater preference for vratching than for reading. Many texts 
and tmde books can be supplciiionted v/ith visiial materials or duplicated in 
visual fonns. 

For TV Produccirs 

Conrnercial TV lias offered a steady diet of fantasy and social empathy to 
children of all o^:os. It would seem that boys especially vould welcome more 
informational progra:ns based on science and social studies content. Girls, too, 
indicate a willingness to watch content related to their hobby and recreational 
interests, such as cooking, music, art, records, and ballet. 

For Government 

Government, through its principal regulating agency, the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission, must recognize the inportance of commercial television in 
the lives of our children and demand that the networks provide at least a 
minima'n n^riber of hours per week of stimulating programming of content appropriate 
for cFiildren of varying af^e groups as a condition for maintaining the franchise. 
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This in a ''v^at'chiri:.';'' f;e)h"irr*.t;.ori; no lorr/ior can cc;r;:icrrn inocrorjt.^ alono 
decidG ^*hat will be available to vjevrerj;. The ainTiVon aro a piJbll.c tni.st and 
deserve closer re-vi5lation and attention. 
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